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ABSTRACT 
BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVE: 
Spontaneous Bacterial Peritonitis(SBP) is the infection of ascitic fluid in 
the absence of any intra‐abdominal, surgically treatable source of infection. 
The in hospital mortality of patients with SBP is around 10 to 30 % . The 
prevalence of asymptomatic SBP is very low .A study was conducted at 
Coimbatore Medical College Hospital during the period of July 2014 to July 
2015 to find the prevalence of asymptomatic SBP . 
METHODOLOGY  
We selected 50 patients admitted with ascites who had no clinical 
features of SBP like fever , abdominal pain , renal failure and hepatic 
encephalopathy .They should not be on prophylactic antibiotics too. The ascitic 
fluid was taken for biochemical, pathological and culture study under strict 
aseptic precaution . They were started on antibiotics after the procedure . A 
liver function test and prothrombin time test was also done. They were 
classified as per Child Pugh’s Classification . 
RESULTS 
  Among the 50 , only 8 had SBP either with Culture negative neutrocytic 
Ascites (CNNA) or Bacterascites . When correlated with the ascitic fluid 
protein and occurrence of SBP it had strong predilection for low protein i.e less 
than 1 g /dl . Also it was found that , patients who had  advanced Child Pugh’s 
Classification like Class C also had increased chance of having SBP .So the 
prevalence of asymptomatic SBP was found to be very low at 16% .  
CONCLUSION 
From the study we concluded that the prevalence of asymptomatic SBP 
is low as compared to other studies in the world but low ascitic fluid protein 
and advanced Child Pugh’s stage has strong predilection for occurrence of SBP 
. 
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